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Kögel Writes Trailer History: Celebrating 90 Years 

of Innovation in Vehicle Manufacturing 

 

Burtenbach/Hannover Germany, 16 September 2024 

 

For 90 years, Kögel has set benchmarks in the trailer industry with 

innovations that have enhanced transport efficiency and 

sustainability. Founded in 1934 by Franz Xaver Kögel in Neu-Ulm as 

a cartwright’s workshop, the company has evolved into a leading 

manufacturer of transport solutions. At the IAA Transportation 2024, 

Kögel will once again demonstrate its commitment to the motto 

“Economy meets Ecology – Because we care.”  

 

Kögel is proud to introduce the KÖGEL COOL LITESHELL refrigerated 

trailer, making its world premiere at IAA Transportation 2024. This latest 

innovation reaffirms Kögel’s position as a leader in trailer manufacturing, 

continuing a legacy of pioneering solutions that enhance transport 

efficiency and sustainability. For 90 years, the Bavarian-based company 

has been at the forefront of the industry, delivering landmark projects that 

have revolutionized the market and set new standards. 

The COOL LITESHELL is the latest in a long line of Kögel vehicles that 

have set benchmarks in the refrigerated transport sector. In 1961, Kögel 

launched Europe’s first refrigerated semi-trailer with an all-plastic 

construction, and later, expanded body widths to 2.6 meters, providing 

significant economic benefits for fleet operators. In 1976, Kögel introduced 

Europe’s first self-supporting refrigerated semi-trailer, featuring a design 

that offered higher payloads and greater usable interior height. 
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Expertise in Lightweight Construction: One Ton Less, Yet Highly 

Versatile 

 

Kögel has established itself as a leader in lightweight trailer construction, 

significantly increasing payload capacities over the decades. Notably, the 

Kögel Lightplus, introduced at the IAA in 2016 and now sold in the 

thousands, features a highly weight-optimized frame with a tare weight of 

just 4,775 kilograms. This design offers a payload advantage of up to one 

ton compared to standard versions, resulting in up to 8% lower CO2 

emissions and a reduction in fuel consumption of 0.6 liters of diesel per 

100 km. Unlike many competitors, Kögel produces these lightweight 

vehicles in series using its own modular system, ensuring that a wide 

variety of body types and industry-specific equipment are available for the 

Kögel Lightplus, making it versatile for numerous applications. 

Kögel's commitment to lightweight construction dates back to 1982, when 

the company introduced the world’s lightest mass-produced trailer with a 

tare weight of 6,350 kilograms and a payload capacity of 25 tons. In 2006, 

Kögel further pushed the boundaries of innovation with the Phoenixx, the 

world’s first trailer made from carbon fibre composite material (CFRP), 

showcasing what is technically achievable in reducing weight. 

Kögel Pioneers Combined Transport with Innovative Rail-Loading 

Systems 

Kögel continued to lead the way in combined transport with the 

introduction of the Kögel Lightplus Rail, the industry’s first lightweight rail-

loading trailer. As part of Kögel's ultra-light trailer series, the Lightplus Rail 

offers a weight advantage of up to one ton over standard models, merging 

the economic and environmental benefits of lightweight construction with 

the efficiency of rail transport. 
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Kögel has been a trailblazer in supporting environmentally friendly 

combined transport (CT) for decades. In 1956, the company developed 

the "Ulm" rail loading system, one of the first of its kind. This was followed 

in 1965 by further innovations like Liftainer and Liftroll, which simplified rail 

loading. That same year, Kögel also introduced the swap body platform 

with support legs, further cementing its role as a pioneer in the combined 

transport sector. 

Kögel Drives Efficiency and Sustainability with the Evolution from 

Big-Maxx to EuroTrailer and Type 1 Long Semi-Trailer 

Kögel has consistently pushed the boundaries of trailer design to enhance 

transport efficiency and sustainability. In 2005, the company introduced 

the Kögel Big-Maxx, a trailer extended by 1.3 meters to a total length of 

17.8 meters, offering a 10% increase in loading volume with space for 37 

euro pallets. This innovative design not only reduced the number of trips 

needed but also achieved a 10% reduction in CO2 emissions. The concept 

gained widespread acceptance across Europe and was subsequently 

rebranded as the EuroTrailer, a versatile, fuel-efficient solution adaptable 

for various applications thanks to its range of body configurations. Today, 

this extended semi-trailer is widely known as the Type 1 long trailer, a 

testament to its success and continued production by multiple 

manufacturers. 

Kögel's commitment to redefining trailer dimensions began as early as 

1958, when the company introduced what was then the largest long semi-

trailer ever built in the Federal Republic of Germany. This vehicle featured 

a 36-meter loading area and was capable of transporting loads of up to 50 

tons, demonstrating Kögel’s dedication to delivering economic 

advantages to its customers through innovative design. 
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Kögel Sets Industry Standards with Pioneering Corrosion Protection 

and Advanced Innovations 

Kögel has set new benchmarks in trailer production with several industry-

first innovations, including the introduction of the first cathodic dip coating 

with zinc phosphating, providing unparalleled corrosion protection under 

the demanding conditions of freight transport. This breakthrough has 

become a standard for ensuring long-lasting durability in trailers. 

Kögel also led the industry by being the first trailer manufacturer to equip 

all its vehicles with air suspension as standard from 1996, enhancing ride 

quality and cargo safety. Furthermore, in 1987, Kögel was awarded a 

patent for an advanced trailer coupling device, which laid the foundation 

for the development of the first 40-pallet articulated train, underscoring 

Kögel’s commitment to innovation and setting new standards in the trailer 

industry. 

Committed to the Future: 'Economy meets ecology'. 

Kögel's dedication to engineering excellence and innovation drives its 

mission to tackle industry challenges, including cost pressures and the 

urgent need to reduce CO2 emissions. As part of its commitment to 

sustainability, Kögel aims to achieve CO2 neutrality (Scope 2) by 2030 

through strategic investments in solar power, efficient wastewater 

treatment, and initiatives to reduce waste and energy consumption at its 

Burtenbach facility. 

Rooted in Bavarian Swabia, Kögel is steadfast in its resolve to shape the 

future of the transport industry with environmentally conscious solutions. 

Christian Renners, CEO of Kögel Trailer GmbH, states: “We remain true 

to our motto 'Economy meets Ecology – Because we care.' Our upcoming 

products will continue to prioritize solutions that are both climate-friendly 

and economically advantageous for our customers.” 
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Company profile 

Kögel is one of the leading trailer manufacturers in Europe. With its commercial 

vehicles and transport solutions for freight-forwarding companies and the 

construction industry, the company has been delivering “made-in-Germany” 

engineering quality for more than 90 years. Kögel lives up to its responsibility to 

design transport and logistics processes in an environmentally and climate-friendly 

manner in consultation with politicians and customers. The company’s guiding 

principle “Economy meets Ecology - Because we care” is a promise: Kögel supports 

all customers with exceptional expertise, in-depth industry knowledge and, above all, 

durable, ecologically and economically sustainable products in lightweight 

construction. The company headquarters and main production facility of Kögel 

Trailer GmbH are located in the Bavarian town of Burtenbach. Kögel also has 

factories and sites in Ulm (Germany), Duingen (Germany), Choceň (Czech 

Republic), Verona (Italy), Gallur (Spain), Kampen (Netherlands), Corcelles-en-

Beaujolais (France), Schärding (Austria), Padborg (Denmark) and Moscow (Russia 

- idle).   

www.koegel.com 
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