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Affordable, Safe, and Comfortable: Kogel's New Equipment
Options Reduce Operating Costs and Enhance Vehicle

Utilization

Burtenbach/Hanover, 16th September 2024

At IAA TRANSPORTATION 2024, Kogel is unveiling three innovative equipment
options designed to reduce operating costs while enhancing the comfort and
safety of vehicle operations. These include two newly developed rear underride
guards that prevent vehicle damage when the trailer makes ground contact, the
advanced Strong & Go body, and the aerodynamic Dynamics Softcover side
panels, which avoid the drawbacks of previous systems such as repair
susceptibility.

With a track record of offering smart equipment solutions that enhance the value of its
trailers for fleet operators, Kdgel has established itself as an innovative and pragmatic
problem solver. At IAA TRANSPORTATION 2024, the vehicle manufacturer is
expanding its portfolio with three key innovations.

Adaptive Rear Underride Guards: Preventing Damage and Reducing Costs

Following the revision of the UN ECE R58 directive, the United Nations Economic
Commission reduced the maximum permissible ground clearance for underride guards
on trailers and semi-trailers from 550 to 450 millimetres. This 10-centimeter reduction
can lead to the rear of the semi-trailer contacting the ground on steep loading ramps,
yard entrances, and particularly during RoRo ferry operations. Such contact can result
in costly damage to both the underride guard and the vehicle frame, even with
reinforced versions. To address this, Kdgel has developed two self-adjusting underride

guard variants that flex upon ground contact while still meeting all legal requirements.
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The Ferry Flex Guard features a spring-loaded mechanism that allows the underride
guard to retract vertically by up to 90 millimetres through a telescopic system,
absorbing the impact. The Ferry Swing Guard, on the other hand, pivots on an arm,
allowing it to swing upward around its pivot point when it contacts the ground. Both
variants effectively prevent damage to the underride guard and vehicle frame during
ground contact. Fleet operators can thereby avoid repair costs, and drivers save time
during loading and unloading, particularly before boarding ferries, as there is no need
for manual adjustment. Both versions operate automatically, significantly reducing the
risk of user error, and comply with all prescribed restraining forces when impacted from
behind.

Enhanced Strong & Go Advanced Side Tarpaulin: Increased Stability and Safety
Kdgel has further developed the Strong & Go body, an option available for its Kogel
Cargo, Mega, and LightP!'s platform trailers. The previous version met the load securing
standards of DIN EN 12642 Code XL and Daimler guideline 9.5 without the need for
insertable slats, integrating the necessary restraint system into the tarpaulin. At IAA
TRANSPORTATION 2024, Kogel will present the Strong & Go Advanced side
tarpaulin, which features vertical straps integrated into the fabric, reinforced with
additional doubled and welded straps protected within a tarpaulin pocket to prevent
damage during loading and unloading. This new design offers significantly enhanced
stability and improved load security without the need for additional reinforcements

made of steel, aluminium, or plastic elements.

The Strong & Go Advanced body also addresses the common issue of visible bulging
inside tarpaulins when loads press against them during cornering, a frequent concern
in rail transport that can lead to inspection issues due to perceived excess width.
Furthermore, the absence of metal or plastic reinforcing elements prevents the
formation of bulky, stiff tarpaulin packages when sliding the side curtain, and eliminates
significant additional weight compared to previous designs. The use of doubled
standard straps offers an attractive cost-benefit ratio compared to alternatives made



7o KOGEL
BECAUSE WE CARE
Press release

from high-strength plastic fibres like Polyamide. The elimination of aluminium insert
slats saves additional costs, increases payload, and reduces fuel consumption.
Moreover, drivers no longer need to climb onto the loading area to insert top slats,
significantly lowering the risk of accidents, and reducing the frequency of vertical

tarpaulin tensioner adjustments.

Dynamics Softcover Side Panels: Aerodynamic, Safe, and Robust

Completing the trio of innovations, Kogel has developed a new type of side panel made
from tarpaulin material. The Koégel Dynamics Softcover significantly improves the
aerodynamics of articulated lorries without the disadvantages of conventional rigid
hard plastic panels. This design aims to save up to one litre of diesel per 100
kilometres. The Kdgel Dynamics Softcover is a cost-effective, user-friendly alternative
that runs on an upper rail and can be pushed aside like a sliding tarpaulin for access
to components beneath the chassis, then re-tensioned with a front-end ratchet. Due to
its flexibility, the Dynamics Softcover is far less susceptible to damage and can be

easily and affordably repaired if needed.

In addition to its aerodynamic benefits, the Kégel Dynamics Softcover enhances safety
for cyclists and motorcyclists by providing a more protective barrier than the legally
required side underride guards. The closed surface reduces the risk of injury to
vulnerable road users in the event of a collision. In rainy conditions, the side panels

also offer additional splash protection, improving visibility for surrounding traffic.

For more information on our IAA news, please visit IAA Presse-Kit - Kdgel Trailer

(koegel.com)

Company profile

Kdgel is one of the leading trailer manufacturers in Europe. With its commercial vehicles and
transport solutions for freight-forwarding companies and the construction industry, the company
has been delivering “made-in-Germany” engineering quality for more than 90 years. Kdgel lives up
to its responsibility to design transport and logistics processes in an environmentally and climate-

friendly manner in consultation with politicians and customers. The company’s guiding principle
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“Economy meets Ecology - Because we care” is a promise: Kdgel supports all customers with
exceptional expertise, in-depth industry knowledge and, above all, durable, ecologically and
economically sustainable products in lightweight construction. The company headquarters and
main production facility of Kdgel Trailer GmbH are located in the Bavarian town of Burtenbach.
Kdgel also has factories and sites in Ulm (Germany), Duingen (Germany), Chocen (Czech
Republic), Verona (ltaly), Gallur (Spain), Kampen (Netherlands), Corcelles-en-Beaujolais (France),
Schérding (Austria), Padborg (Denmark) and Moscow (Russia - idle).
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